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FBOM THE DISCIPLE* TO THE BBBTHBEN. 
be listened upon the whole Christian world with 
out even one wonTot record? But have we not 
the record of the doctrine* and causes that led to, 
and the steps taken from Christ's ordained baptism 
down to 'Sprinkling' and recently to an 'Essence or 
Christianity' distilled out of 'Nothing ?' When 
the Roman church, believing to have within her- 
self the divine right to change all ordinances, con- 
sistently with her faith, has changed it to 'Pour- 
ing water' three times, but has always confessed 
that Christ and Hi* Apostles practiced ouly trine 
immeraion ; while on the other hand about one hun- 
dred millions of Greek Christians yet piactiee and 
always have practiced trine immersion and declare 
they received it from Christ's Apostles and con- 
cerning the testimony of whose practice Alex- 
Campbell confessed that it 'Outweighs the world !' 
But all Christian antiquity carries their practice 
almost into the very boeom of the Apostolic church 
and leaves us only where all history ol the 
subject ends and at the point where it is declared 
the universal practice of the whole Christian world ! 
Christ commands it, the Bible teaches it from Gen- 
esis to Revelation and all history proclaims it and I 
therefore have received it and feel it an in measura- 
ble and inexpressible privilege to honor it ; and I 
will only say in conclusion to one and all over 
whom I have ever exercised or may exercise an in- 
fluence for time and eternity : Only follow me as 
you are convinced that I, in my weakness, am try- 
ing to follow Christ. In the hope of immortality. 

D. C. Chiustner. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Thoughts on the S. 8. Lesson for June 
xvl: 14-30. Missionary Lesson. 

Jesus not only went before his disciples 'Into 
Gallilee' but he goes just ahead of us. Not so far 
as to be out of sight for we can at times catch a 
glimmer of his shining robes of royalty. Not so 
far ahead as not to be able to help us for we can 
have his strong arm to lean upon when sinking 
Into the quicksands. Thank God, that, while he 
goeth before us we can still be guided and helped 
by him. Note the touching story ol Mary Magda- 
lene. Though soiled and stained by the occupancy 
of seven devils it was to her that Jesus first ap- 
peared. May he not here be teaching us to have a 
care how we despise or neglect 'One of these little 
ones' whom he has cleansed by his blood ? Let us 
look carefully to it lest while following Jesus we 
respect one person more than another because of 
higher social station in life — a thing which Jesus 
never did. One man is as good as another in the 
eyes of Jesus if he be a faithlul Christian. 

There are two points at which Lhe lives of all 
men touch— their inabilitv to help themselves at 
birth or to save themselves at death. These are 
two terrible real events in lite which bring all to- 
gether. Any divergence ot social lines which may 
be between these two events is entirely artificial 
and subject to change. If we are living in God 
through Jesus though we occupy the lowest walks 
of life we will touch the same point with Vander- 
built at death and reign the equal of Kings after- 
wards. 

Remember Jes'us did not come to Joseph or 
Nicodemus or any oi hiB rich and powerful friends 
but first came to poor sullied and sinful 
Mary. Get down to the humble and God will 
bless. — The above belongs to June 23rd, 


The earthly mission of Jesus is ended. He has 
lived, taught, died and risen. He has appeared to 
his followers so often that there can be no cavil 
about his resurrection. Thomas has been pot to 
shamed silence, Peter has been restored to his 
apostleship and now Jesus is ready to leave the 
earth in a visible form until that time when he 
shall come with power and great glory. Mark 
what characteristic directness goes right to the im- 
portant parts in such way as to give the idea that 
it all happened in the room and that Thomas was 
with them. Several events rather distant in points 
of time are here blended in one continuous narra- 
tive. 

The commission. Upon this modern Christian 
teachers found their authority. ' Look at it closely. 
Let every one examine it carefully and see if it 


means the men who have been set up and ordained 
as 'Preachers' so called. 'Go ye' Jesus says. Doea 
this mean that the preacher is thn only man com- 
missioned ? In an army only the higher officers 
are commissipned, but here in the fighting force of 
Jesus every private, — every member of the rank 
and file has a commission. It is to authorize him 
to 'make disciples' for this man of Gallilee. Our 
commissions all have the royal seal upon them— 
the s-jal affixed with the blood oi Jesus. '0o ye.' 
But some one may say 'Paul sayB bo and bo — 
decently and in order' or somethings like that. 
Paul was a most excellent Christian man. He 
himself said on several occasions he was only a 
man. There are very many things in the life and 
character of St Paul which I admire greatly and 
one of thc»e is that he did not wait for any church 
machinery to be Bet itt motion to start him to 
preach. He took hts etand among the heathen and 
preached Jesus— preached it just as it was given 
to him and it was not for a number ot years that 
he 'joined the church' in a regular way. Qo ye. It 
i* a personal matter and does not need to be back- 
ed up by the authority of a bishop and synod. May 
I not say further it does not need any special train 

'nS- 
Mr. Moody in a short address to missionaries at 
Northfieid told them to take their Bibles and their 
God and go forth if necessary without any special 
training for their work. In point ol fact the greaU 
est number of converts made by one man in a short 
time since Pentecost were not made by a 'preach- 
er.' A civil engineer sent out at his urgent re- 
quest by the Baptist Missionary Society to India 
in less than one mouth baptized ten thousand con- 
verts. Go ye. If bucked up by the spirit of God 
and with thoughts single lo his work God Al- 
mighty is bound to take care ol his servant. What 
special preparation did Peter have for Pentecost? 
What did Paul have for hi* guidance in his won- 
derfully successful ministry ? Nothing but ab- 
solute faith in Jesus. 'They knew in whom they 
trusted.' Paul was a scholar its true, but Peter 
was not even that. Good common sense set on 
fire by the love of God and humanity will arm any 
man to talk for Jesus. He may not be able to 
argue knotty theological points. Would to God 
that this ability was forever done away with and 
the 'gospel' of Jesus wa« spoken in its primitive 
purity and simplicity. 'The spirit shall in that 
self same hour, tell ye what ye ought to say.' 
'Oh yes' says one, 'that was all right for them 
but we aie under a new order of things,? You 
may be sure the 'spirit' will not keep that man. 
If he looks to his education or his logic or anything 
else except the Spirit of God for help on them he 
mum depend ; and it is the height of foolishness 
f.r such a man depending on something within or 
around himself lo pray to God for help. If we 
trust in Got! let us not trust in ouiBelves. If we 
say God will help us, Itt us depend upon his help. 
Part ot this commission has stunning force. 
'Those signs shall follow them that believe,' etc. 
'And the Lord working with them confirming the 
word with sighs following.' What do you make 
of this? Faith cure? It looks Very much like it. 
Throughout the teaching of Jesus BicknesB and 
disease seems to have been cons ; dercd as the re- 
sult of sin. 'Go and Bin no more lest a worse 
thing come upon thee,' etc. According to the Acts 
and Epistles the power of healing was with the 
early church. Not every one of course had this 
power, neither had they the power to do other 
things. St. Paul sets this in a very clear light in 
1 Cor. 14. But it is at the same time plain that 
some one all this time had this power. Will any 
one please say when this power was lost and why ? 
When did the necessity Tor a confirmation cease to 
exist? 

I sometimes think that just now when there are 
hundreds of sects each one lauding itself and each 
pulling down others thai a few signs would be a 
most excellent thing for sorauof the pulpit pugilists 
to quote ae proof positive of their position. I must 
contess that we have so long been in the habit of 
doubling that it is hard to have the absolute trust 
which is demanded for this wonderful thing. 
When the preliminary condition of- absolute faith 
in God through Jesus is complied with and the 


healing of the sick and working or signs and won- 
dei a is a failure then we will have some positive 
evidence on the negative side of this question. 
Let only those who have complied with the re- 
qnired conditions declare this thing to be a failure. 
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Get Saved. 

The following Is one of a series of Leaflet* printed for mtolon 
work.: Sent to »nj addreu, prioe, » eenti per hundred. 

Are vou a sinner and want to get saved ? Do 
you have the burden of evil beating down upon 
your conscience, and feel that yon are a stranger 
to the commonwealth of Israel and God's covenant 
of mercy? Are you fearful of the judgments of 
God and that all ia not well with you, should death 
come to you today and claim yon as his victim ? 

God has appointed a day in which he will judge 
the world, when the dead, small and great, will 
Btand before him to give an account of the deeds 
done in this life. Are you ready now to stand be- 
fore him? If you are not, it is high time to get 
saved. Christ has died that you might live. You 
must live again either in honor or dishonor, wheth- 
er vou want to or not God loves good people and 
he "decided that he would bring all men to life 
again, by a resurrection, and the good and the evil 
must alike live again. The good will be made 
h^ppy, Ab thoy are resurrected, their corruptible 
bodies of flesh and blood will be replaced by im- 
mortal bodies. But those who die in wickedness 
will arise in the resurrection with the same mortal 
bodies, and the memory will commence with the 
same thoughts with which it was stored when the 
natural life was ended by death. Do you want to 
come before God with the memories of guilt and 
sin that you now feel V You must, unless you re- 
form from your sins and love Christ. How shall 
you love him, you ask ? Jesus says, he that loveth 
me keepeth my commandments. That is all you 
have to do— obey the commandments of Jesus. 
In turning from "the ways of sin and wickedness to 
seek the promises of God, do not make a mistake. 
Be sure you are right and you will rejoice in the 
salvation of your soul. If you miss thiB, you miss 
the great opportunity ol life and plunge yourself 
into eternal ruin. Do not do it. It will be.awlul 
to meet Christ in your sins. Take thought for 
your soul and repent. 

The faith of Jesus ia found in that part of the 
Bible called the New Testament.* The first duty 
you will find is to reform yourself and be- 
lieve that Jesns Christ is your Redeemer and Sa- 
viour. Repent and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Then you are Lo be baptized in the name 
of the Father, and of t ho Sou, and of the Holy \ 
Ghost. This baptism consists in having a servant 
of Jesus Christ to lead you into a pool or stream of 
water deep enough to come up to your arms as you 
are kneeling or standing, *i»n the servant of Jesus 
presses you forward or dips you into the water in 
the name of the Father, then he dips you again in 
the name of the Son, then in the name of the Holy 
Ghost. This is the baptism which is commanded 
in the Faith of Jesus, and is a token of your burial 
with Christ and also your resurrection, like his, un- 
to endless life. This baptism is also the birth of 
water which is a token ot your birth of the spirit 
in the resurrection of the just which will replace 
your natural body by a glorious, spiritual and 
immortal body which will give you the right to en- 
ter into the glorified kingdom ot God. Your old 
sins will then be blotted out by the blood of Jesus 
and you shall be made whiter than snow, and 
God will remember them against you no more. 

The next thing to do is to unite with the Con- 
gregation of Christ here on earth. This congrega- 
tion is made up of those who keep the faith of Je- 
sus. But some do not do all the commands. Be 
sure that you unite with one which obeys the whole 
counsel of God. The New Testament, which is 
the only creed and discipline given by Christ will 
guide you in this. Then you are to lead a life of 
good works. If you are black with sins, you will 
be purified by obeying the commands ot Jesus. 
Your sorrow will become joy. your affliction will 
lighten, as the peace of God possesses your soul, 
and Jesus will receive you. If you are not able to 
find another church which has the faith of Jesus 
and keeps all the ordinances, the Brethren Church 
extends to yon a welcome. 

This leaflet was printed at the Brethren Publish- 
ing House, Ashland, Ohio. 


Your salvation ia Hia business j His service your 
business, — Fuller. 

As you learn, teach; aa you get,give ; as you re- 
ceive, distribute. — Spurgeon. 

The foundation of all happiness, temporal and 
spiritual, ia faith in the goodness, the righteous- 
ness, and the love of God. 




